
North Korea
fires object
into orbit
North Korea said it successfully launched
a satellite on a long-range rocket today in
an action that was denounced by the Unit-
ed States. News 6

WORLD 

REBELS RECOGNIZED • President Ba-
rack Obama declared Syria’s main opposi-
tion group the only “legitimate repre-
sentative” of the country’s people. News 9
● Experts highly doubt that Syria is
poised to employ chemical weapons in its
civil war. Focus, News 3

GOVERNMENT

PROGRESS • President Obama and House
Speaker John Boehner traded proposals
aimed at preventing middle-class tax in-
creases at the end of the year. News 4

FOOD

MENU’S BEST• The
chicken is a highlight
at Michael Mina’s ul-
tra-posh Stonehill
Tavern in Dana
Point, reports res-
taurant reviewer
Brad A. Johnson.
Food 1

GOVERNMENT

RIGHT-TO-WORK • Dealing a devastating
defeat to organized labor, Republican law-
makers made Michigan a right-to-work
state. News 6

OBITUARY

RAVI SHANKAR• The Indian sitar virtuo-
so was a hippie musical icon of the 1960s,
playing Woodstock and hobnobbing with
the Beatles. He was 92. News 9

BUSINESS

TWICE AS FAST • Sixty cameras
made by Irvine-based Red Digital
Cinema, a pioneer in filmless, high-
end cameras that push the limits of
imaging technology, were used to
make “The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey.” Business 1

The new century started with a repetitive 
date: 1/1/2001 and now, on the 12th day in 
the 12th month of the 12th year of this 
century, repetitive dates will come to an 
end – until 1/1/2101. But don’t worry about 
other hidden meanings in today’s date – the 
date suggested by some to be the end of 
the Mayan calendar is actually Dec. 21.

TWELVES

“The night 
is twelfth”

“13 is 12”

“A foot is 
twelve”

“300 is 12”

Religion: Among the world religions and theology: 
Twelve Apostles of Jesus in Christianity; the age 
when a girl matures to have a bat mitzvah in 
Judaism; Islam’s 12 successors of the Prophet 
Muhammad and the Hindu sun god Surya’s 12 
names. Ancient Greece had 12 Olympians as  
principal gods. Also, “12 Days of Christmas” 
celebrates the days beginning Dec. 25.

Twelfth Night: Originally the end of a 12-day 
celebration following All-Hallows Eve (Halloween), 
Twelfth Night is now considered the 12th day of 
Christmas festivities. The day is also the title of a William 
Shakespeare comedy of mistaken identities, love triangles 
and crossed messages.

Vinyl record: Also called a “12-inch” for its size, or an “LP” 
for its long-playing format.

Zodiac signs: Sagittarius, a centaur, is the ninth of 12 and 
the current sign in the  astrology calendar. 

A dozen: Doughnuts, bagels, roses and eggs are routinely sold 
by the dozen. A baker’s dozen, a term first used in 1596 
according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, has 13 
items.

Perfect game: Bowling a dozen strikes in a row 
in a game, one per frame with three in the 10th 
frame, results in a perfect game.

Canadian one-cent: The coin first featured the 
country’s distinctive maple leaf in 1937, but between 
1982 and 1996 the coin changed from round to 
12-sided to make identification easier for visually 
impaired people, according to the Royal Canadian Mint.

Alcoholics Anonymous: Features 12 steps to helping 
people become and stay sober. The program counts but 
collects no names of its members, who total more than 
2 million.

A foot: Portions of the body were often used as early 
records of measurement, and the foot was recorded by 
Greeks and Romans. One record shows Roman foot 
measurements varied by region from 27 to 35 centi-
meters. Today, one foot equals 30.48 centimeters.

A half-day: Egyptians are responsible for the 24-hour 
day because they were fond of counting by 12. Twelve 
hours were given for day and 12 for night, meaning hour 
lengths changed with the seasons based on daylight 
and darkness. Some theorize this was by 
counting finger joints instead of fingers, in 
which a person counts the three joints 
on each finger by pointing with the 
thumb.

Angry Men: Several movie titles center 
around 12, including: “Twelve,” “12 Angry 
Men,” “Cheaper by the Dozen,” “Ocean’s 
12,” “12 Monkeys,” “The Dirty Dozen” and “12 
Rounds.”

12 years ago: On Dec. 12, 2000, George W. Bush 
was transformed into president-elect as the divided 
U.S. Supreme Court reversed a state court decision for 
recounts in Florida’s contested election. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

More 12s: Five O.C. kids turn 12 today on 12-12-12. Local 2
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O.C. surfers try to tackle
the gnarly wave at

Billabong Pipe Masters
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Oahu North Shore’s Pipeline

THE MORNING READ

STILL OVERCOMING IN O.C. 
Human Relations Commission brings residents

together to seek solutions to racial incidents.

KEVIN SULLIVAN, THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

Skye Anderson gets a hug from the Rev. Mark
Whitlock as Rusty Kennedy of the Human Re-
lations Commission watches Saturday. SEE WHITING ● PAGE 1 1

Weekend mornings
seem best suited for
surfing or golfing. But
sometimes there are
more pressing things
– like saving a little
boy from racism.

After two hours of
sharing racial inci-
dents and exploring
solutions, a mostly African Ameri-
can gathering forms an enormous
circle at a church in Irvine. Holding
hands, we sing a song I’ve not heard
for many years.

More than 150 voices rise togeth-

er: “Oh, deep in my heart, I
do believe, we shall over-
come someday.”

I flash back to a hot Au-
gust day in 1963 when we
lived in Washington, D.C.
My mother came home
singing that song, telling of
a man who dreamed of a
nation in which children

would be judged not “by the color of
their skin but by the content of their
character.”

My eyes fill with tears. A half-cen-

DAVID WHITING
REGISTER COLUMNIST

NEWPORT BEACH ● After two
hours of intense discussion and
debate held in packed chambers
and facing the threat of a boat pa-

rade boycott, the
City Council vot-
ed 5-1 Tuesday to
increase residen-
tial dock fees.

The council ap-
proved, with
Councilwoman
Leslie Daigle dis-
senting and
Councilman Ed
Selich abstaining,

increasing public tidelands fees
from a flat $100 a year to 52.5
cents per square foot. 

The council decided not to re-
quire a separate liability insur-
ance policy and a clause requir-
ing homeowners to indemnify the
city. In addition, the city will allow
owners to rent out their docks
and piers to defray the increase.
However, those who choose to
rent out their docks must pay a
higher rent of $1.26 a square foot.

Residents at the meeting reac-
ted angrily to statements from
council members in support of
the fee increase. Several mem-
bers of the audience who spoke 

Newport 
increases
residential
dock fees

Threatened with a
boycott of the boat
parade, the council
votes to replace the
flat $100-a-year fee.
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SEE DOCKS ● PAGE 1 1

Boat parade boycott
Paul Palette, one of the organizers of
a boycott of the 104th Newport
Beach Christmas Boat Parade, said
residents intend to go forward with
the boycott after the council vote to
increase residential dock fees.

“The purpose was to get the council’s
attention and invite them to a dia-
logue,” he said. “But I don’t think it
will have a huge impact on the event.
The parade will go on.”

Gary Sherwin, president and CEO of
Visit Newport Beach, said that the
parade has at least 60 participants
signed up and that the number is like-
ly to increase.

“We’re aggressively marketing the
event,” he said. “We are going to sol-
dier on.”

ILLUSTRATION BY JEFF GOERTZEN, THE REGISTER
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