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WHY IT MATTERS

While political commentators 

talk about various milestones 

in Barack Obama’s first term 

and expected themes for his 

second, comparing presidential 

data puts his presidency in 

context with others.
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1 1 - Served two full terms

4 - Served the remainder 
of another’s term 
and were elected 
in their own right

2 - Assassinated 
in the second 
(William McKinley, 
Abraham Lincoln)

1 - Elected to four terms, 
died shortly into the fourth 
(Franklin D. Roosevelt)

1 - Served two full terms, but the 
first inauguration was delayed until 
April 30 (George Washington)

1 - Resigned 
in the second 
(Richard Nixon)

1 - Elected to two terms, 
has not yet begun 
second (Barack Obama)
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December 2010
Approval rating: 48%

Unemployment: 9.3%

GDP change: +2.4%

December 2011
Approval rating: 42%

Unemployment: 8.5%

GDP change: +1.8%

December 2012
Approval rating: 53%

Unemployment: 7.8%

GDP change: +3.1%

Sources: American Social History Project; “The Presidents of the United States of America,” Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey; Gallup Inc.; U.S. Office of the Historian; U.S. Clerk of the House of Representatives Office of Art and Archives; U.S. Supreme Court; U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics; U.S. Department of Commerce; U.S. Department of the Treasury, Bureau of the Public Debt; “U.S. Periods of War and Dates of Current Conflicts,” by the Congressional Research Service; Governance Studies at the Brookings Institute; 

”David Rice Atchison of Missouri: Border Politican,” by William E. Parrish; “Presidential Inauguration of Wm. H. Harrison in Washington, D.C.”; Associated Press; New York Times

By Sonya Quick and Maxwell Henderson / Orange County Register

THE PRESIDENCY IN TERMS
The eve of President Barack Obama’s second term calls for a look back 

at previous presidencies. This data represents political, social and 

economic measures and tells the story of each administration since the 

beginning of World War II. Obama will be the eighth president since 

Franklin D. Roosevelt to serve more than one term. Before Roosevelt, 

12 presidents served more than one term.

Obama’s first four years

Two-term travel

21 U.S. presidents 
have served more 

than one term

Days in office
4,422 – Most days in office. Franklin D. 

Roosevelt died shortly after starting his 

fourth term.

31 – Shortest administration. William 

Henry Harrison died of pneumonia. 

1 – Until 1937, presidents were inaugurated 

on March 4. In 1849, Zachary Taylor’s 

Inauguration Day fell on a Sunday, but 

Taylor postponed it until Monday.  Senate 

President Pro Tem David Atchison claimed 

he was president for one day. However, 

although he hadn’t taken the oath of office, 

Taylor became president on March 4.

December 2009
Approval rating: 51%

Unemployment: 9.9%

GDP change: -3.1%
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Jan. 29, 2009: Obama signs 

Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.

Feb. 16, 2009: Obama signs 

economic stimulus legislation

February 2009: Obama orders 

surge in Afghanistan troops.
October 2009: Obama 

awarded Nobel Peace Prize.

March 23, 2010: Obama 

signs health care legislation.

Dec. 22, 2010: Obama 

signs repeal of “don’t 

ask, don’t tell” policy.

Jan. 2, 2011: Obama signs 

9/11 first-responders act.

May 1, 2011: U.S. forces 

kill Osama bin Laden.

Dec. 15, 2011: 
End of combat 

troops in Iraq.

August 2012: 
Obama’s DREAM Act 

reprieve takes effect.

Sept. 11, 2012: U.S. 

consulate in Benghazi, 

Libya, attacked.
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